New synthesis of 2 beta-hydroxy-19-oxoandrost-4-ene-3,17-dione and its 2 beta-18O analog.
Treatment of 19-[oxygenated]-androst-4-ene-3,17-dione with Mn(AcO)3 and ClCH2COOH in benzene gave epimeric mixtures of the corresponding 2 zeta-chloroacetates and 2 zeta-acetates. The products were processed to give the title compound. For the synthesis of the 2-18O analog, ClCH2C18OOH was used, which was prepared from ClCH2COCl.